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Here we go again - closing in on the end of 
another decade!

2018 was yet another fantastic year, if your 
letters are anything to go by. 

We hope you enjoy our newsletter, which is now 
a kind of replacement for our annual chats (and 
Guinness) at the London Boat Show. Be sure to 
check availability for 2019 before you make 
plans as some popular dates are already fully 
booked.

We write this from Villa Meandros (aka “Barrie’s 
Bungalow”) in November with the rain pouring 
down, so the islands will be exceptionally green 
next summer!

Our shorebased team have once again 
launched into their winter programme of 
maintenance and improvements. All the boats 
are out of the water in Gouvia Marina in Corfu 
and Orei in the Sporades.

We keep finding new spots to visit around the 
islands and for 2019, we return to the Faraway 
Islands, north of Corfu.

Keep smiling and perhaps we’ll meet on a 
plane or in a taverna next summer.
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Win!



2018 saw the Southampton 
Boat Show celebrate its 50th 
year of operation! We’ve 
enjoyed 40 of those years!  

We celebrated a great first 
weekend with the return of our 
G&T sundowners. A couple of 
flotilla sailors even managed 
to pop in before flying off to 
Greece the following day! 

Throughout the week, the 
slightly gloomy weather didn’t 
manage to dampen anyone’s 
spirits. It didn’t seem to put any 
of our regular visitors off either!

As always, it was great to catch 
up with so many people and to 
hear all the amazing tales from 
your summer of Sailing Holidays!  

Barrie and Heidi were on hand 
to catch up with as many of 
you as possible, and lots of old 
friends popped in to say hello. 

For those of you in possession 
of one of the Sailing Holidays 
history books, if you flick to 
page 163 you will see a young 
lady in a rather fetching itsy 
bitsy teenie weenie yellow 
bikini. Her name is Kate. 

She looked a bit different 
33 years later in her UK red 
sailing jacket and now straight 
brown hair! Funnily enough 
she wasn’t wearing her bikini in 
Southampton in September!

The occasion was Heidi’s 25th 
Birthday briefing at Spiridoula’s 
taverna in Sivota which we 
were sharing with the “flat 
bottom flotilla gang”. 

That is what we called the 
group of canal boat company 
owners and their families who 
came with us in June every 
year.

1985

2018 saw some big changes 
for the London Boat Show. 

The organisers decided to 
reduce the duration to five 
days and we also had the 
introduction of the “The Boating 
Holiday & Watersports Show”. 

On our stand we had a mixture 
of our London Office team and 
Lead Crews from Greece, all 
of whom were ready to bring 
sunshine to the ExCel. The 
reduced show time meant that 
the same number of people 
who used to visit us over ten 
days crammed our stand. 

As always, we were delighted 
to see so many familiar faces. 
It was a shame that we simply 
couldn’t chat to everybody, 
even though Heidi, myself and 
the team were there every day.

Our ever popular G&T evening 
went down a treat. With our 
regular flotilla sailors sharing 
stories of holidays gone by 
and “newbies” taking in all 
the advice they could. In May 
2018, the shock announcement 
came that the 2019 London 
Boat Show was cancelled. 

We had seen the statistics of 
dwindling visitor numbers, and 
wondered what they were 
going to do. 

We found that just as many 
of you were coming by to 
say hello year on year so we 
weren’t too worried.

However, we are now looking 
into new avenues for Boat 
Shows, so keep an eye out in 
2019. 

BOAT SHOWS OF 2018

THE FINAL LONDON BOAT 
SHOW - January will never be 
the same again!

For those who haven’t yet 
heard, there will be no London 
Boat Show in 2019. Take a look 
at pages 12 & 13 to see some 
of our memories from over the 
years.

The RYA Dinghy Show is a 
great opportunity to spread 

the word to people who 
thought that yacht sailing in the 
Mediterranean was out of their 
reach. 

In March 2018 Bex, Charlie and 
Faye made their way through 
the snowy streets of London to 
Alexandra Palace for this show. 

Despite the weather, our team 
chatted to lots of familiar and 
new sailors on our stand. 

We will be back at the RYA 
Dinghy Show in 2019, tickets are 
on sale now through the RYA 
website.

RYA DINGHY SHOW
ALEXANDRA PALACE, LONDON

2ND - 3RD MARCH 2019
www.rya.org.uk/dinghy-show

OUR 2018 
TEAM

PAGE 4: Boat Shows

PAGE 6: 2018 lead crews

PAGE 8: Past Lead Crew News

OUR CROATIA POP-UP CREW CATCH UP

SOUTHAMPTON BOAT SHOW
MAYFLOWER PARK/TOWN QUAY, SOUTHAMPTON

13TH – 22ND SEPTEMBER 2019 
www.southamptonboatshow.com

2018

REGULAR FLOTILLA SAILORS DUNCAN AND HEATHER COME TO SAY HELLO
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KALAMAS - ARIS, JULIETTE AND JAMES

ZEPHY - ROSS, MOLLY & FOZZY SHOREBASED TEAM - JAKE, PATCH, ROSIE & RALPH

ATHINA - TAYLOR, LAURA AND ANNABEL 

DELPHI - KIERAN, SHEA AND DANNY

KIRKI - SARAH, SAM AND TOM

HELEN - HARRIS, MARY AND JOE

ZEPHY - AILSA, MOLLY AND RUAIRIDH

KALYPSO - MATT, EMMA AND CHARLIE

OUR RYA TEAM

KIRKI - SAM, SARAH AND JACK

OUR 2018

Lead Crews
VASSIA - XAVIER, BILLIE AND ALEX

KEFALOS - LOTTIE, FOZZY AND EOIN

KAMARA - BENGO, DOM AND RACHEL

SIROCCO - JULIA, SEAN AND MEG

“HUNGARY BOB”, CHARLES AND FLETCHER

ELPIDA - PAUL, PHOEBE AND CONNOR

DESSA - NIKKI, EDDIE AND FREYA

KYRA - HEATHER, TOM AND BETH

76



PAST LEAD CREWS.. . A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

NEW CREW MEMBER ON BOARD

2008 LEAD CREWS GET TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE EUKA’S WEDDING IN AUSTRALIA BARRIE FULFILLS HIS DREAM TO RIDE HIS 1967 AND 1969 TRIUMPH TROPHIES IN GREECE!

Ex-Lead Crew Aaron (Knife) and 
Alice welcomed new arrival 
“Harrison”! 

Aaron was an Engineer in the 
South Ionian in 2012 before 
being joined by Alice (as Hostie) 
the following year. 

They went on to sail in the 
Saronic Islands in 2015 on Lead 
Boat Delphi.

After their season in the Saronic 
they moved back to Auckland 
and in October 2018 Harrison 
was born.

Ten years have whizzed by 
since Euka was a notable 
member of our team.  

He started his Sailing Holidays 
years as a flotilla Hostie with 
Nancy and Vicki in 2006 & 2007, 
then graduated to Skipper in 
2008 with Glenn as engineer 
and Fiona as Hostess.  

In 2009 & 10 Euka continued as 
skipper and opened up a new 
programme in the Saronic area. 

It seems that most of his other 
guests at the wedding were 
teamsters from his Sailing 
Holidays years! 

They included his brother Ben, 
Jono and Sofia (2008/9), Drew 
and Tracey (2005/6), Andy and 
Linsey from the same era, along 
with several others.

He married a young lady 
called Shona at a vineyard in 
the Hunter Valley in New South 
Wales. Australians call it the 
“wine capital of the world”, so 
our old team would be very 
much at home.

Glenn and Fiona are now living 
in Christchurch, New Zealand, 
where many of our old crews 
have settled.

Unfortunately they didn’t get 
a photo of the whole Sailing 
Holidays gang which was a 
shame as there were a lot of 
them. 

We believe Euka is planning a 
sailing trip to Greece in 2019 to 
visit all his old friends again. He 
has already had one trip down 
memory lane in 2017 when he 
introduced Shona to what he 
was up to before they met... 
well most of it anyway!

We hope they will make the 
time to come and see us in 
London this time!

The completion of Barrie and 
Heidi’s new villa at the start 
of 2018 was a perfect excuse 
to ship his beloved Triumph 
motorbikes out to Greece. 

It was great to be riding a 650 
Triumph without a helmet for 
the first time since 1967. It was 
a bit naughty, but special to 
feel the wind in the hair (that he 
has left). He says he had almost 
forgotten how great it felt!

The feeling of freedom and 
fresh air was glorious although 
as we write this he feels that he 
is obliged to say “don’t try this 
at home”, because helmets 
saved his bacon at least a 
couple of times during his 
youth!

After a couple of hours of 
tinkering and tuning (OK half 
a day), it was time to head for 
Lefkas.

Barrie and friend Derek (ex 
flotilla engineer from the 80’s) 
hopped on the two bikes and 
headed south. 

Heidi and Lorraine were on 
hand on four wheels as back up 
team.

After a pit stop for lunch at 
Olga’s Taverna in Plataria they 
continued south. The next stop 
was the fabulous Salvator Hotel 
in Parga, where they spent the 
night. The evening was spent 
enjoying dinner at Castellos 
Restaurant in the town, where 
there was a flotilla group 
celebrating a birthday. 

After this, the mini convoy rode 
to the Iris Hotel in Nidri. Effie and 
Christos jumped on to get a feel 
for what life must have been 
like before they were born! 
Christos’ scooter didn’t quite 
have the same kudos!

It was then just a short trip 
to Sivota where relaxation 
and a dip in the pool at Villa 
Meandros was in order!

The only fly in the ointment was 
getting earache from Heidi 
because the aroma of hot old 
Triumphs was not appreciated 
in the garage. Barrie tried to 
explain that it was perfume to 
him, but the girls wouldn’t buy it.

We look forward to lots of nice 
little rides around Lefkas Island 
and perhaps further afield in 
the next year or two (once a 
separate bike shed has been 
built)!

It is easy to see why 
motorcycling has become 
so popular these days. It is 
medicine for the brain, as you 
have to be switched on!

AARON (KNIFE), ALICE AND SAM 
- DELPHI LEAD CREW

GLENN, FIONA & EUKA 2008

AARON (KNIFE), HARRISON AND ALICE
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RIDING OFF THE FERRY

PIT STOP AT OLGAS TAVERNA

CHRISTOS AND EFFIE GIVE IT A GO

SHONA & EUKA

JONO, SOFIIA, TRACEY & DREW

THE SAME TRIO IN 2018

WE MADE IT!



DID SOMEONE SAY NEW BOATS FOR 2019?

WE RETURN TO GOUVIA MARINA AND THE FARAWAY ISLANDS!
Our Two Week Faraway’s, Two Week North Ionian and One Week Paxos 

flotillas now start in Gouvia Marina, Corfu

We finally get Beneteau to produce a “2 toilet version” of their fabulous Beneteau 38’s!

NEW FOR 
2019

HOT OFF THE PRESS...

PAGE 10: New Yachts!

PAGE 11: New flotilla base

As you will all know, we love 
our Beneteau 38’s! The only 

thing we thought that might be 
an additional attraction, was 
the fitting of a second toilet! 

We felt that these would be 
perfect “two couple” and 
family boats. We recognise that 
everyone likes to have their own 
space and every year we feel 
that we get closer and closer to 
the perfect flotilla yacht. 

Those who have already sailed 
on our Beneteau 38’s will know 
what a joy they are to sail. 

Of course, our existing 
38’s still have the separate 
shower room, so they remain 
a popular option. You can 
expect all the other luxuries 
on board including the front 
opening fridge, drop-down 
swim platform, auto pilot and 
spacious forepeak. 

The Beneteau 38.1 is the newest 
offering from the Oceanis 
range. Some of you may have 
managed to get on board one 
at the 2018 Southampton Boat 
Show. 

We are investing in four of these 
yachts for 2019. Phone our 
office to find out where they 
may still be available for your 
holiday.

It has been a few years since 
we ran such a comprehensive 

flotilla programme around 
Corfu and its surrounding 
islands. These three flotillas start 
and finish in Gouvia Marina, the 
largest in the Ionian. 

This area brings back wonderful 
memories of the early days of 
the flotillas and even though 
there are more yachts around, 
it is still possible to “get away 
from it all”.

Starting on Corfu has many 
advantages such as a short 
transfer from the airport (20 
minutes) and is a sophisticated 
start and finish base. Gouvia 
marina is the largest in the 
Ionian. It has some really nice 
restaurants, bars, a supermarket 
and most importantly, a 
swimming pool! Just outside 
the gates lies Kondokali village, 
which provides local colour.

This area also offers the chance 
to spend a night moored right 
in the middle of Venetian Corfu 
Town to explore its delights. 
There is plenty to see and 
the famous cricket pitch at 
the Liston has a very special 
atmosphere! 

The three flotillas based in 
Gouvia are the One Week 
Paxos, the Two Week Faraway 
Islands and the Two Week North 
Ionian.

The One Week Paxos flotilla 
and the Two Week North Ionian 
flotilla are both “sheltered 
waters” holidays as they take 
place between the islands and 
the mainland. 

The Faraway Islands can be a 
bit more challenging but, with 
modern weather forecasting 
and yachts built for the job, not 
too difficult. 

The addition of safe new 
harbours has made sailing 
around this area more relaxed 
than it was in the past. 

The fantastic beaches and the 
crystal clear emerald waters set 
this group of islands, constituting 
the North Ionian area, apart! 
It is basically Corfu and its 
surrounding islands, along with 
lots of beautiful towns and 
villages on the mainland.

The village beach on Ericousa is 
particularly nice. If you wish, you 
can anchor in the bay and take 
your dinghy ashore, or just dive 
straight in for a swim!

All three flotillas will also spend 
time taking in a few more well 
known spots in the Corfu area, 
like Lakka, which is perched on 
the north corner of Paxos Island. 

Lakka has traditional 
backstreets and a small village 
square with a couple of 
tavernas. 

Further south on Paxos is the 
bay of Mongonissi. 

Here you can choose to either 
drop anchor and free swing for 
the evening or moor up on the 
quay. The taverna there puts on 
an exceptional Greek Dancing 
evening. 

Definitely one not to be missed!

The Two Week flotillas are likely 
to make it slightly further south to 
the town of Parga. 

The long sandy beach is great 
for relaxing and the more active 
among you may like to partake 
in some of the water sports 
available there. In the evening, 
you can take Yanni’s water taxi 
into town to enjoy a cocktail (or 
two).

This has long been one of our 
favourite sailing areas so we are 
delighted to be expanding our 
presence here. There are many 
familiar and not so familiar 
flotilla stops like Sayaihda, 
Plataria, Mourtos and Ligia on 
the mainland. 

Island villages like Kassiopi, 
St Stefanos and Petreti are 
all special to us. They will be 
special to you as well.

We hope that you enjoy the 
area as much as we have for 
the past 40 something years! 

A perfect escape from the 
chaos of Brexit!

THE VIEW DOWN TO ERICOUSA BEACH 

ANCHORED FOR A SWIM ON THE WEST COAST OF OTHONI

THE NEW HARBOUR ON OTHONI WITH THE 
ORIGINAL HARBOUR IN THE BACKGROUND

ERICOUSA’S IMPRESSIVE NEW HARBOUR

10 11
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In May 2018 the British Marine 
Federation made the decision 

to cancel the London Boat 
Show. 

After a couple of years of trying 
to rejuvenate the show they 
decided to focus their energy 
on the Southampton Boat Show 
and other smaller regional ones.

The London Boat Show was 
officially launched in 1955 at 
Olympia London, it was the 
first of its kind. In its first year the 
Royal Barge was on display! 

The show moved to the more 
well known venue of Earls Court 
in 1962 before relocating to the 
ExCel Centre in 2004.

We have been attending the 
London Boat Show for longer 
than we care to remember but 
in that time we have gathered 
lots of amazing memories.

The show has changed a lot in 
the 40 plus years that we have 
been exhibiting.  

The popular ‘Watersports Action 
Pool’ followed the show when 
it moved venues. Some years 
there have been large fans 
allowing younger visitors to try 
their hand at dinghy sailing! 

Our stand may have evolved 
and the uniforms may have 
changed but we have always 
retained a significant presence 
at the London Boat Show.

Our drinks evening has always 
drawn many of our flotilla 
sailors! We wonder how many 
holidays have been booked 
once the crew have enjoyed a 
couple of G&T’s? 

Our stand was always manned 
by a mixture of our London 
Office team and crews from 
Greece. 

So many of you would pop in to 
catch up with our Lead Crews, 
past and present, that our stand 
was the busiest at the show. 
We really enjoyed hearing your 
stories from the holidays. 

Historically, the show has 
welcomed a large array of 
celebrity guests. Big names in 
sailing like Sir Ben Ainslie and 
Dame Ellen MacArthur. The 
Beatles opened the show in 
1965. British Royals including 
Prince Philip and Princess Anne 
both appeared. Margaret 
Thatcher took to the water in 
the 80’s, there is a photo of her 
strapped up in a bosun’s chair. 
We’ll leave you to find that one 
on the internet!

When the show first started, the 
largest boat was a 39ft yacht, 
tiny compared to the 131ft 
Sunseeker exhibited in 2018!

We are sad to see the London 
Boat Show go but, as ever, you 
can see us at the Southampton 
Boat Show (September) and 
the RYA Dinghy Show (March). 
Keep your eyes peeled for any 
new show announcements. We 
are hoping to bring our brand 
of sunshine to other areas of the 
UK in the coming years. 

1996 - the 
uniform gets a 

little shake up...

1983 - we 
bring 

Yugoslavia to 
London.

1976 - back 
when Earls Court 
played host for 

the London Boat 
Show.

2003 - the 
harlequin 

rugby shirts 
have had 
their day!

2004 - the first 
London Boat Show 
at the ExCel Centre

2007 - our 
boat show 

stand starts to 
take shape. 

2018 - the last 
year of the London 

Boat Show!

1976

1983

2018

2016

2011

2005

2013

2007

2003

1997

1996

1992

2000
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LONDON BOAT SHOW - OBITUARY 1976 - 2018 

We didn’t know it but the 2018 boat show was the last!



WE’RE TURNING GREECE GREEN

Sailing Holidays
Beach Cleans 2018

This year more than ever, 
our Lead Crews have been 

doing their bit for the planet 
and we are very impressed!

Crews from across the Ionian,  
Saronic and Sporades Islands 
have arranged beach cleans 
with their flotilla sailors. 

In July Lead Boat Delphi 
gathered volunteers to pick up 
floating debris in the otherwise 
pristine Saronic Gulf. 

Hostie Shea said “We have 
noticed a reduction in the 
amount of plastic of all sorts 
drifting about in Greek seas and 
our flotillas continue to do a 
great job.”

On the other side of the Saronic 
area, Lead Boat Sirocco have 
always been cleaning Dhokos 
bay before and after their 
beach party evening. 

Lead Boat Kirki’s flotilla pulled 
plastic from the sea every time 
they spotted it. It was a great 
opportunity to practice “man 
overboard”!

Martin, Susan and Sarah sailed 
with Lead Boat Athina in the 
Sporades in May. They definitely 
earned their beers during 
the fortnight! Their collection 
was mostly fishing related 
polystyrene, netting etc. 

Kyra’s flotilla anchored for 
the night at Port Leone 
on Kalamos Island. In the 
morning they decided to 
do a sweep of the area 
behind the beach. 

There is work to be 
done when it comes to 
recycling and care for the 
environment in Greece 
and the islands. 

One of the main areas 
we work on is education 
of local people in relation 

to looking after their own 
environment. 

Fishermen use plastic bottles or 
pieces of polystyrene to mark 
the ends of their nets, so not 
everything is rubbish.

Do not light fires anywhere. It 
is illegal between 1st May and 
31st October due to recent 
horrendous fires in Greece.

General guidelines are:

1. Re-use, Re-use and Re-use... 

2. Respect marine life...don’t 
chase dolphins or other sea 
creatures around. 

3. Use eco-friendly cleaning 
products...

4. Rub-a-dub-dub eco-friendly 
toiletries for us…

5. Cut down on your single use 
plastics...use the reusable tote 
bags that we provide rather 
than plastic ones.

6. SAILING - the most eco-
friendly way to get about.

7. Choose paper over plastic...

8. Do your bit...pick up small 
bits of rubbish that you see and 
don’t leave any yourself. 

9. Anchor watch...try to drop 
your anchor in sand or mud and 
not on endangered sea grass.

10. Bring a bottle! 
Pop an empty reusable water 
bottle into your hand luggage 
as most airports these days 
provide drinking water filling 
stations in the departure 
lounge. It will save you a few 
pounds as well.

KIRKI CLEAN UP WITH 
STENI VALA DIVERS

KYRA’S COLLECTION

SIROCCO’S EFFORT

REUSE, REDUCE, RECYCLE THE SAILING HOLIDAYS WAY

We aim to keep our waste 
to a minimum. In Greece 

this means that where possible 
we recondition the majority of 
our parts and, we ensure any 
waste we create is disposed of 
responsibly!

Our Corfu office have spent 
quite some time researching 
ways of reusing, reducing and 
recycling some of the materials 
that have passed their “best 
before date” for the yachts. 

RECYCLING FOR GOOD
At the beginning of every 
summer season many of our 
yachts get replacement 
cushions. 

As you can imagine, with 
the number of yachts in our 
programme, we end up with a 
lot of discarded foam. 

We now send all our old foam 
to the Corfu Fire Department. 
Apparently, it comes in very 
handy during times of flooding 
over the winter. 

TYING UP LOOSE ENDS
Every year we renew something 
in the region of 22km of rope 
on the yachts so find ourselves 
with rather a lot of used, but 
still useful, lengths of rope! This 
is donated to the Corfu Search 
and Rescue team. Some of 
the rope is also donated to the 
Scouts and the Corfu Animal 
Sanctuary.

INFLATABLES EVERYWHERE!
Head Hostie Rosie has found 
an ingenious way of recycling  
damaged inflatable toys that 
are left on the boats. These are 
sent to a local company who 
turn them into handbags, dry 
bags and purses. 

OUR FOAM COLLECTION!

We have seen some 
ingenious and sometimes 

a little precarious methods of 
transportation over our years in 
the Greek Islands. 

One of our favourites was the 
gentleman who jumped on his 
horse to travel into Nidri to pick 
up a single bottle of Fix beer! 

The following method of moving 
boats on a main road is not one 
that we’ve tried personally but 
it looks to be working! 

It seems that a local fisherman 
has roped in a friend with a 
tractor to get his caique from A 
to B. 

We suspect that the two hitch 
hikers on board would not be 
allowed here in the UK!

On Kefalonia, we spotted this 
three wheeled contraption. 
It looks like it may have seen 
better days but the seats still 
look comfortable! Transporting 
things around Greece is rather 
more flexible than in Northern 
European countries.

We often see livestock and 
boats being carted around on 
vehicles in a way that would 
give the Health and Safety 
executive palpitations, but all 
those bureaucrats are a lot 
better paid than the average 
Greek country dweller. 

MOVING ABOUT THE GREEK WAY!

ECO FRIENDLY HORSEPOWER

SEAT BELTS NOT COMPULSORY
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OUR EMBROIDERED COMPANY CLOTHING GOES DIGITAL!

In May 2018 we launched our 
new official clothing site online.

We know that many of you 
looked forward to picking up 
one of our new t-shirts on the 
final day of your holiday. 

Then a couple of years ago 
the bureaucrats told us that we 
were no longer able to offer our 
harbourside sales tables (health 
and safety and VAT). 

As a result, we teamed up 
with our supplier, Performance 
Clothing to set up a website so 
that it is still possible to obtain 
our souvenir embroidered 
clothing and bags. 

It’s very sad that we are no 
longer able to provide our 
merchandise personally but on 
the flip side, it’s possible to have 
our logo embroidered onto any 
garment or other item on the 
Performance Clothing website.

We feel that we’re moving with 
the times even if some of the 
older generation at the office 
rarely look at the internet!

We asked our team if a few of 
them would model our clothing 
for us and clicked away so that 
we had pictures to put on the 
website. As you will see, the 
pictures turned out really well!  

So, if you would like a little 
memento from your holiday or 
clothing to wear on the holiday 
itself, the details are below. 

We are also offering a 10% 
discount at the checkout for 
anyone who enters the code 
‘Newsletter10’. 

VISIT OUR SHOP:

shop.sailingholidays.com

Enter code ‘Newsletter10’ 
for 10% discount at the 

checkout!

One of our holidays was 
auctioned off in aid of charity 
at the annual AITO Overseas 
Conference dinner.

Auctioneer, Jono Vernon Powell 
of the company “Nomadic 
Thoughts” managed to extract 
the healthy sum of £1200 from 
the bidder. This was donated 
to the 3rd Poole Sea Scouts in 
honor of our good friend Allan 
Barwell (author of the RYA Book 
of Rigging) who passed away in 
2017. 

Allan often talked about his 
time in the Westminster Sea 
Scouts in London and often 
joked about being “taken 
advantage of by a Sea Ranger” 
(girl scout). Probably politically 
incorrect in this day and age! 

The money raised enabled 
the unit to buy two Laser 
Pico dinghies, a new Pico sail 
and four kayaks. They also 
purchased a mess tent from 
money raised at Allan’s funeral.

It’s great to think of this money 
going towards helping young 
people get out on the water!

In a bit of a cock up, somebody 
else felt that they had been the 
highest bidder, so AITO asked us 
if we would mind honoring both 
bids! Bugger! 

Of course we said yes, as we 
also support the Disabled Sailing 
Association, so another £1200 
found itself winging its way to 
them as well. 

This made everyone happy, 
not least of whom were the 
two bidders who were able 
to experience flotilla sailing 
holidays for the first time. 

Hopefully, they will be become 
addicted. 

THE AITO CONFERENCE CHARITY AUCTION  

LAST CENTURY LEAD CREWS MEET IN SIVOTA

GREENWICH YACHT CLUB SAILORS DIP THEIR FEET INTO FRESH WATER!

In May 2018, 70’s and 80’s lead 
crew members Rod Heikell 
and Lu, Chris and Shan Blunt, 
and Barrie and Heidi met in 
Sivota for lunch. Most of you will 
recognise Rod’s name, as he 
is the author of the formal pilot 
books on board all our yachts.

Chris and Shan are now living in 
Sivota after working on board 
super yachts in Majorca.

They have a traditional small 
home there and a Beneteau 
20 as a toy, to do some 
proper sailing! They even 
won the smaller boat class 
at the South Ionian Regatta!

A lot had changed since 
the early 1980’s but lunch 
at Delfinia Taverna was still the 
same! It was amazing how time 
had whistled by. 

There was a no 
more pleasant place to be.

In May this year a group came 
out from the Greenwich Yacht 
Club as usual. 

We have come to know the 
club very well over the years 
from their very early days 
before the redevelopment of 
the East End of London. 

The club has become much 
more populated by city 
dwellers but many original 
families are still involved. 

We decided to show them 
around Villa Meandros in 
Sivota and they were blown 
away by the space!

THE OLD BOY NETWORK (AND THEIR GIRLS)!

POOLE, NOT QUITE AS SUNNY AS GREECE

BUT JUST AS MUCH FUN ON THE WATER

CLUB MEMBERS SAVOUR THE VIEW
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LONDON OFFICE ARRIVALS
We welcomed a couple of 
new faces in our London Office 
during 2018. 

Olivia joined the Sails Crew 
and being fresh to sailing we 
threw her in at the deep end in 
May with her first trip out on the 
water. She did a sterling job of 
being part time model for our 
website video!

Claudia became part of the 
Launch Crew in August, she is 
yet to get her feet wet!

We have also managed 
to persuade RYA Instructor 
“Gingerbread” (Patrick) to 
come and join us here in the 
London office. 

Patrick joined Sailing Holidays 
back in 2013 as a Skipper in the 
North Ionian. 

He will be joining our “Sails 
Crew” to understand what goes 
on at this end of the business, 
because we like everyone to 
know how things work at both 
ends.

OUR NEW TEAM MEMBERS OLIVIA, PATRICK & CLAUDIA

PATRICK

LONDON OFFICE NEWS

MORE BRITISH TRAVEL AWARDS SUCCESS!
The only travel awards voted for by the general 
public!

At the end of November, Barrie and Heidi were 
summoned to the 2018 British Travel Awards. 
The event was held at the Evolution Centre in 
Battersea Park and more than 1000 people 
attended. 

Barrie dug his “best bib-and-tucker” out of the 
cupboard where it had lain since last years event 
and off they went!

To their surprise they were on a table with Alexis 
and Marianna from Ionian Island Holidays, the 
villa company that Barrie had been involved in 
starting over a decade ago. 

Sailing Holidays won two categories, Best Small 
Activities/Sports Holiday Company and Best 
Small Holiday Company to Hellenic Europe. 

We also came runner up in the Best Family 
Holiday Company against huge competition!

Ionian Island Holidays won the award for Best 
Medium Sized Holiday Company to Hellenic 
Europe and runner up in the Best Villa Company.

It was a fabulous evening all round and it is 
all thanks to the wonderful people who have 
enjoyed their holidays and voted for us! 

Barrie and Heidi were just about the only ones 
summoned to the stage twice on the night so that 
was a real privilege.

Thanks again everybody!
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MAGDA AND DAVE HEAD OFF TO NEW ZEALAND
2002 was the first year in Croatia 
for Kiwi engineer/skipper David. 
In 2003, he met Magda who 
joined him on the lead boat as 
flotilla hostess. They went on to 
marry and settle in the UK. 

Magda joined the London 
Office team in 2008 and has 
been a lynchpin in the office. 

In December 2018 Dave and 
Magdalena are making the 
move to Dave’s home territory 
in New Zealand after 10 years in 
the office. 

Along with children Max and 
Maia, they have decided that 
the fresh air and open spaces 
of New Zealand are preferable 
for the children to grow up in. 

Magda is originally from Poland 
and has well and truly been 
sold on the Kiwi way of life! 

It is sad to see them go but we 
fully understand the logic for 
their move. Let’s hope they get 
a big house because they will 
be getting lots of visitors from 
this side of the world.

DAVE AND MAGDA IN CROATIA 2004

DAVE MAGDA, MAX AND MAIA 

SAILING IN GREECE

VERY HAPPY WITH ONE...

OLIVIA ON 
YANNIS TAXI

Yohani has been a member of 
our Launch Crew for 14 years, 
she has decided that it’s time to 
hang up her sailing gloves. 

When Yohani joined us she was 
a novice sailor. It wasn’t long 
before she was setting sail with 
her family. 

They have returned to the 
Ionian every year since!

She will be helping husband 
Ravi at his building company to 
try and keep him in order. (Ever 
optimistic!) 

Her calm manner and dazzling 
smile will be missed!

YOHANI TAKES THE HELM AT RAVI’S BUILDING FIRM YOHANI ON THE WATER

BETWEEN US IT WAS THREE!

EVEN HAPPIER WITH TWO...
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NEWS FROM OUR LOCAL FRIENDS IN GREECE
The latest arr ival  in S ivota

Whilst Heidi and Barrie were 
down in Sivota on Lefkas 

Island, they were invited to 
attend a baptism of the new 
son in the Fatouris family.

We hugely value local traditions 
and the attendant atmosphere. 
As we wandered around 
the bay, to the minuscule 
church, we chatted with 
almost everyone in the village. 
Everyone was dressed for the 
occasion and the church 
decked out with ribbons and 
balloons.

Greek baptisms are major 
events and essentially when the 
names are bestowed on the 
children. On this occasion, one 
year old Orestes was dunked in 
a tin tub of water then handed 
around members of the family 
before being wrapped up 
nice and warm again. During 
this, the priest and his assistant 
were chanting all sorts of stuff 

we didn’t understand, whilst 
waving a container of incense  
about.

With all the polished brass, 
pictures and ornaments in the 
church, it was certainly very 
atmospheric.

Afterwards, everyone went 
outside for photographs before 
adjourning to Spiridoula’s 
taverna for a leisurely afternoon 
lunch during which food just 
kept arriving.

Spiridoula and Panos are 
Orestes’ grandparents. Their 
son George is his father and 
Orestes’ mother is Matilda.

Sailing Holidays has had flotillas 
based in Sivota Bay since the 
1970’s, so we are well known 
there. It has been interesting 
to observe the development 
within the bay and in particular, 
the number of villas appearing 
on the hillsides. 

This has provided local families 
with undreamed of modern life 
choices, although traditions are 
still observed. Most still live in the 
village. 

When we first arrived in the bay, 
it was purely a fishing village 
with two tavernas and very 
shallow rocky quays which were 
fine for Greek caiques, but not 
ideal for the Jaguar 27’s we 
had at that time.

As always, we found ways to 
come ashore and savour the 
fish that had been caught. 
There are no larger fishing boats 
left, but quite a few small ones 
still trundle out of the bay in the 
early hours of the morning.

It is fascinating to have 
witnessed a third generation 
of the families arriving on the 
scene and we are dreading 
fourth generation arrivals as it 
will mean we are getting old!

Some of you may have 
seen pictures on TV of the 

intense low pressure area 
that passed over southern 
and Eastern Greece at the 
end of September. It was 
christened “Medicane Zorba” 
by the media (Mediterranean 
Hurricane). 

Fortunately, only one of our 
flotillas suffered significant 
damage. It came on the final 
day or two of the last Saronic 
flotilla of the summer. They 
were caught on the quay in 
Epidavros.  

The main event had been 
forecast and was assumed 
to have passed over. 
Unfortunately, it had a final, 
strong and unforecast lash of 
wind from the East in its tail. 

Four of our boats suffered 
damaged transoms and ended 
up with their keels sitting on 
the bottom whilst still tied to 
the quay. Happily nobody was 
injured. The sea always provides 
surprises!

Our Saronics team commented 
on how it was calm and 
pleasant for most of the 
day then suddenly the wind 
became much stronger. Within 
a short time, it was calm again, 
but the damage was done.

Greek National television 
showed pictures of cars floating 
down roads and fallen trees 
all over the place. At least 
fourteen yachts were lost in 
Greece, and three were ours. A 
fourth one was lifted out and is 
undergoing repair as we write. 

The worst thing for us was 
phoning people due to go to 
the airport, to inform them that 
they could no longer go on 
their long anticipated holidays! 

Happily, they were very 
understanding. We refunded 
all their money, so they could 
book another holiday. The 
four boats that sustained less 
damage were quickly repaired 
by our amazing shorebased 
boatbuilding team, and sailed 
back to our base in Corfu. 

The local taverna owner said 
that it was a completely new 
experience and nothing like 
that had happened in his 
father’s living memory – who 
knows, maybe the effects of 
global warming or perhaps an 
el Nino event? Hopefully we 
won’t see another one in our 
time.

Fortunately, the weather 
behaved itself for the rest of 
our year, and the holidays went 
really well.  (As you will have 
observed from this newsletter.) 
All the other flotillas were kept 
safe from “Zorba” but this 
meant being kept in harbour for 
a few days.

Anyway, we move on and 
prepare for the new summer! 
Sailing always has its ups 
and downs and that clearly 
hasn’t changed! We felt it was 
important to turn a negative 
into a positive, so we ordered 
four new Beneteau 38.1’s for 
2019! They will be down in 
Greece in February.

John Bointon and his gang 
of four boats have been on 

the October half term flotilla for 
several years. This has become 
and annual get together for the 
families. As usual, they had a 
great time.

John and family managed to 
sail Beneteau 38 Fotini into 3rd 
place in the “up to 38ft class” 
in the North Ionian Regatta, so 
well done team!

The children have clearly come 
to know each other well and 
look forward to their annual 
meet up.

This half term week at the 
end of October has become 
extremely popular because 
we are able to put families with 
similar aged children together 
on the same flotilla. 

Needless to say in this day and 
age of social media, many of 
them stay in touch for years!

SADLY TIME TO GO!

PANOS AND SPIRIDOULA POSE WITH THE FAMILY

YOUNG ORESTES WONDERS WHAT THE 
TIN TUB FULL OF WATER IS FOR! THE PRIEST WELCOMES ORESTES AND THE FAMILY

THREE GENERATIONS 
THE BOINTONS REACH THE 

REGATTA PODIUM

‘MEDICANE ZORBA’,  AN EXTRAORDINARY EVENT!

OCTOBER FAMILY GROUP SAILING
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Over the years we have 
spent a lot of time (and a 

bit of money) on developing 
and improving our flotilla 
yachts. One of our constant 
struggles we have is to try and 
communicate to the yacht 
manufacturers about what 
people want and need from 
a cruising yacht in the Greek 
Islands. 

Some of our yacht 
developments have come out 
of necessity and some have 
come from our hand being 
forced by “the system”!

FURLING SAILS
Most of you will know that if you 
are looking for “racy” sailing 
then the Med is not ideal. We 
specialise in relaxed cruising 
and wanted to make sure that 
our yachts were fit for purpose. 

The first major development 
that we made along this road 
was to make sure that all of our 
yachts had furling genoas. 

As you can see from the photo 
below from 1985 - the mainsails 
were still tied to the boom. 

The mainsails followed in the 
early 90’s. Now, all of our yachts 
can be sailed from the cockpit, 
which is much safer than 
someone scrambling around on 
deck trying to sort out sails! 

LIFERAFTS AND BUREAUCRATS
Another struggle came in 1981! 

Some bureaucrat somewhere, 
decided that all yachts must 
carry a liferaft to cater for as 
many beds as were on board. 
At that time our Jaguar 27’s 
were technically licensed for six 
people. 

Anybody who was around 
at that time will know how 
enormous a six-man liferaft of 
that era was. A normal person 
could not lift one.

We lashed these monstrosities 
to the bows because there was 
nowhere else to put them on 
such a small boat. Scrambling 
over these boxes every time 
we went ashore (or staggered 
home) was not an easy task!

Eventually, after a struggle, 
common sense won, and the 
decision was made to exempt 
yachts under 32ft if they had a 
dinghy and were day sailing. 

TAKING A DIP
One of the joys of cruising in 
the Mediterranean is the ability 
to hop in and out of the crystal 
clear waters at any opportunity.

We made it as easy as possible 
for people to lower themselves 
into the water with the addition 
of our swim platforms and 
ladders. 

Our early yachts were built 
before the “sugar scoops” 
were common on transoms. 
In order to make them more 
holiday friendly our shore based  
engineers built stainless and 
teak bathing platforms. 

They were so successful that 
over the coming winters we 
fitted them to our Gib’Sea 29’s 
and our Jaguar 27’s. 
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IN-MAST FORESAILS AND FLAKED MAINS

LIFERAFT LASHED ON 
AND DINGHY DEPLOYED

OUR FIRST SWIMMING LADDERS

MODERN DAY YACHTS 
WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS

FITTED PASSERELLES

FULL IN-MAST FURLING 

We decided not to give our 
stainless team a break and they 
moved onto the bowsprits. 

The Jaguar 27’s were given 
extended bowsprits which 
made getting on and off the 
boat easier than ever when 
moored “bows to”.. 

Following the success of our 
bowsprits, we then asked 
Beneteau to add a special step 
as part of the stem head fitting. 

KEEPING COOL...
When it comes to making sure 
you have a great holiday, 
safety and comfort are two of 
our top priorities. 

From the early 80’s our yachts 
all featured a sun awning. This is 
a large canvas tent that can be 
fitted over the boom when in 
harbour to keep the yacht cool. 
Then in the 90’s our yachts were 
all fitted with biminis, making 
sure you can take a break from 
the sun! We still have biminis 
and awnings on all yachts.

LEISURELY LOOS
You can’t escape the fact that 
the heads on a yacht are not 
traditionally the most glamorous 
of places.

Something that we have 
worked tirelessly on over the 
years is to make sure that they 
are as comfortable as possible. 

This all started back in the early 
noughties when we took on our 
“Shaguar Project”. 

They were the epitome of 
the ‘big beds and big heads’ 
concept. For a 27 foot yacht, 
we think we did pretty well. 

ANCHORS AWAY!
Our biggest project in recent 
years is to remove the need for 
the dreaded “broom” to knock 
over piles of chain. The yacht 
manufacturers would not listen 
to our pleas for larger lockers so 
we had to take matters into our 
own hands. 

Over the winters of 2013/14 our 
fibreglassing team took on the 
mammoth task of designing, 
making and fitting our new 
anchor lockers to all yachts. Our 
new lockers mean that when 
raising the chain, it falls deeper 
into the locker reducing jams at 
the windlass. 

21ST CENTURY COMMUNICATION
We’ve been running Flotilla 
Sailing Holidays since before 
the days of VHF radios and 
definitely since before the 
invention of mobile phones! 

In the early days our lead 
yachts had different coloured 
panels at the top of the 
mainsails and coloured genoas 
to help with identification.

In the 80’s our yachts were fitted 
with ‘Seafarer’ mini VHFs which 
gave us half a dozen useful 
channels, including channel 16, 
with a range of about six miles. 
VHF radio and mobile phone 
technology side by side has 
brought huge improvements.

SAILING IN COMFORT
Over the years our experience 
has helped us develop the ideal 
design for a Mediterranean 
cruising yacht! Our 38’s are a 
result - near perfect for the job.
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NEW TEAK BOWSPRIT

BEFORE

AFTER
JAGUAR 27 SWIM PLATFORM

BIMINIS AND SUN AWNINGS UP!

ANCHOR LOCKER IS DEEP ENOUGH NOW!

MODERN STAINLESS BOWSPRIT

40 SOMETHING YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT.. .
We keep moving forwards because standing still is the same as going backwards!



INDEPENDENT  REVIEWS FROM YOU

SNAPS 
& STORIES

FUN AND GAMES FROM YOUR 
TIME IN GREECE 

“We have always chosen Sailing 
Holidays because of their warmth, 

professionalism and wonderful 
staff. The lead crew were fantastic 

in every way and the Saronic 
Islands are beautiful and unspoilt. 

The other sailors on the flotilla 
were lovely and that made the 

whole holiday more enjoyable” 
Francesca Spicer 

“Service was amazing as always. 

This was our 4th holiday with 

Sailing Holidays and we have 

already booked again for next 

year which says a lot! Fantastic 

lead crew this year which makes 

the holiday so much better.” 

Richard Lovegrove 

“The whole setup is excellent, from the 

information we received before the holiday 

to the standard of the boat, as well as the 

friendly professionalism of the lead crew we 

had...everything was first class & we had the 

best holiday ever.  Being able to sail our own 

boat, into some magical locations is such 

a difference to the boring old ‘lying beside 

a pool’ holiday.  It really appealed to my 

family’s sense of adventure & fun...thank you!” 

John Guthrie

July 2018, our fourth 
consecutive Sailing Holidays 

family flotilla holiday and as our 
eldest son says each time we 
come back ‘best holiday ever’. 

We count down the year to 
our next flotilla holiday. Each of 
us gets something wonderful 
out of it. Our eldest son loves 
the marine plants and animals, 
our daughter loves the wind 
and boat movement, and 
our youngest son loves the 
swimming off the boat.

My wife and I first went on a 
Sailing Holidays flotilla 16 years 
ago. The idea was that if we 
could share a boat together, 
we could share our lives!  

Events conspired against us 
though with our eldest son at 
age two being diagnosed with 
the life-threatening disorder 
Fanconi’s Anaemia, developing 
bone marrow failure and 
repeated serious illnesses over a 
number of years. This prevented 
us from being able to take 
holidays abroad. 

As our son’s condition 
worsened, our daughter, a 
bubbly little girl also became 
unwell. She developed seizures, 
lost her speech and mobility, 
and became very withdrawn. 
She was diagnosed with the 
neurodevelopmental disorder 
Rett syndrome. 

Circumstances worsened still 
we were unable to find a bone 
marrow donor for our son. He 
become transfusion dependent, 
and potentially life-threatening.

We took a chance and had a 
third child, who luckily didn’t 
have Fanconi’s Anaemia and, 
miraculously, was an exact 
match for our eldest.

During that year, we set 
ourselves the light at the end of 
the tunnel - a flotilla holiday!

As our youngest son turned two, 
he was diagnosed as poorly 
verbal autistic.

We did a lot of preparation 
including appropriate RYA 
courses, viewing a Beneteau 38 
at a Southampton Boat Show 
and carrying out a structured 
risk assessment.  

Sailing Holidays proved to not 
be put off by our circumstances 
and were very supportive, 
including providing advice 
beforehand, lead crew 
watching out for us during the 
flotilla, and base staff assisting 
us at the airport.

We would very much 
recommend any family with 
a disabled child to consider a 
flotilla sailing holiday.  

We have our youngest two 
children tethered on safety lines 
in the cockpit, which means 
that as parents we are able to 
relax.  

The Greek tavernas have been 
very friendly, our youngest 
son wears a T-shirt with ‘I have 
autism, please be patient’ in 
English and Greek. 

We have met some wonderful 
people through our flotillas. We 
would be happy to share our 
advice with any family with a 
disabled child contemplating a 
flotilla sailing holiday.

Our lives have been changed 
so much by our flotilla sailing 
experience. No more is 
conversation around special 
needs, disability, or health 
issues, but instead the focus is 
on all things maritime.  

Our youngest son is pursuing 
swimming lessons with gusto.  
Our eldest son has now 
completed his Open Water 
PADI diving course!
Our daughter is now getting 
older and becoming harder to 
lift on and off the boat, making 
us look at our options for the 
future although we still hope to 
continue with our flotilla sailing 
holidays. 

With the family, firmly 
committed to the sailing 
lifestyle, we are now having 
a disabled-adapted sailing 
catamaran being built for us. 
We are very much hooked! 

Thank you Sailing Holidays for 
changing our lives!

The Carroll Family - disabled-adapted sailing
THOMAS AND ALISON SHARE THEIR SAILING JOURNEY

As everybody knows, our 
flotilla lead crews are the 

backbone of a great holiday!

The young people who run our 
flotilla sailing holidays come 
to us through many different 
channels. Like many of our lead 
crews, Heather has sailed with 
us from a very young age. 

Many of our skippers, hostesses 
and engineers are great at their 
job because they’ve grown up 
with flotilla sailing holidays!

Barrie and Heidi recently 
bumped into holidaymakers 
Matt and Lindsay in Greece. 
Their daughter is flotilla skipper 
Heather who ran one of the 
South Ionian flotillas this year. 

“Heather’s first experience 
of sailing was in 2005 with 
sister Rachel, parents and 
grandparents.

She went on to become 
a Dinghy Instructor, and a 
volunteer on Ocean Youth 
Trust’s sail training vessel the 
“James Cook”. 

She joined the crew of DaNang 
in the 2015/16 Clipper Round 
the World Race, then sailed 
all the way home via Seattle, 

Panama Canal, New York, 
Londonderry and Den Helder, 
from Qingdao in China.

We never could have imagined 
how her first flotilla holiday has 
shaped her future! 

We are, of course, extremely 
proud of her sailing 
achievements and are looking 
forward to sailing on her next 
flotilla!”

HEATHER SAILING 
ON A JAGUAR 27

HEATHER IN 
2018 DOING HER 
SKIPPER’S DUTIES!

GROWING UP WITH FLOTILLA SAILING HOLIDAYS.. .
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Some of our flotilla sailors may 
remember hosties Bex and 

Holly, well in February 2018 it 
was not them who took to the 
water, but their dads! 

Steve and Simon were enlisted 
to help deliver one of our new 
Beneteau’s from France to Corfu.

12TH - 19TH FEBRUARY
So, it all started with the pristine, 
shrink wrapped yachts, four 
Beneteau 35’s (Danai, Elly, Dioni 
& Pasifai) and one Beneteau 
45 (Faidra), being delivered by 
road to Port Napoléon marina.

The yachts were unwrapped, 
lifted into the water and rigged 
in just six days, ready for the 
delivery crews to sail them the 
890+NM to Gouvia.

20TH - 23RD FEBRUARY
We hadn’t planned on SNOW 
and high winds! The adverse 
weather unavoidably delayed 
our departure. We were held in 
the marina until 22nd February.

We headed out of the shallow, 
buoyed channel until we were 
able to set a course of 122°M 
towards the Strait of Bonifacio 
between Corsica and Sardinia.

The yachts aimed to stay within 
sight of each other during the 
day and especially at night so 
the crews settled into a regular 
pattern of watches. 

With the sun shining but still chilly 
conditions we motor sailed 
through the Strait of Bonifacio 
and arrived in Palau in northern 
Sardinia after the 250NM leg.

The rule whilst sailing was 
strictly for dry boats so it was 
good to end the leg with a 
short sociable gathering, an 
exchange of stories of ‘big 
waves’ and a warming whisky 
before hunkering down.

24TH - 28TH FEBRUARY
We were all up and about 
early but the forecast for the 
next couple of days was poor 
with high winds and big seas so 
the decision was taken by the 
skippers to delay our departure 
until at least Sunday 25th. This 
decision proved somewhat 
popular as the Scotland vs 
England rugby international just 
happened to be on.

So it was that the crews 
gathered for what turned out 
to be a memorable afternoon 
for the only Scot amongst us. 
Gingerbread was less than 
confident but promised to buy 
everyone a beer if Scotland 
won….and they did.

Monday morning and the 
wind was still blowing, we left 
with 20kn of wind blowing. The 
conditions were a bit lumpy 
and the temperature was 
struggling to get above 5°C 
during the day but the sailing 
was great and we set a course 
of 115° for our 340NM leg to 
Tropea on the west of Italy.

We sailed past a smoking 
Stromboli at about 08:00 on the 
Wednesday morning. We could 
see regular small eruptions on 
the west side of the volcano 
but we could also see our 
destination in the distance, 
about 40NM away.

A BENETEAU 35 SOMEWHERE UNDER THE RAINBOW LET IT SNOW! LET IT SNOW! LET IT SNOW

SUNSET APPROACHING SARDINIA

SETTING SAIL
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28TH FEBRUARY - 4TH MARCH
The skippers took an early look 
at the forecast and concluded 
that it was likely to be a two 
day stopover in Tropea.

We arranged to meet for a 
‘group meal’ in the town later 
which meant a hike up the 
steep steps to the town.

The next day saw little change 
in the forecast so a relaxing 
day was in order with dinner on 
board in the evening, chicken 
curry for us. We would all be up 
early the next morning to take 
advantage of the tidal flow in 
the Strait of Messina.

On Friday 2nd March we were 
all up by 05:30hrs and off the 
quay by 06:00hrs heading into a 
southerly 15kn breeze.

Once through the strait the 
wind picked up to 25kn and 
we set our course on the 
homeward leg to 052° heading 
for the Faraways, north of Corfu. 

The seas and wind increased, 
at one point we were hit by 
a squall with the wind speed 
reaching 43kn. We frantically 
spilled wind from the mainsail 
and managed to maintain 
some semblance of order. The 
squall blew through and the 
wind returned to a sedate 25kn.

This started the debate on 
board as to what constitutes a 
‘squall’, a quick Google, and 
we now know that the official 
definition is that the wind has to 
rise by at least 16kn to a speed 
of greater than 22kn and to last 
for at least one minute.

The constant beam seas during 
the trip meant that cooking on 
board had been challenging 
but we were lucky to have a 
willing and competent chef 
on board who cooked up 
some fine meals including Thai 
red curry with coconut rice, 
sausage casserole, pork chops 
with mash and all the trimmings 
and of course the obligatory 
spag bol. 

These dinners were 
supplemented by egg butties, 
sweets from the Tupperware 
bowl, biscuits (all sorts) and 
toasties at various times 
throughout the day. Can’t 
comment on the other crews 
but from our gatherings after 
each leg it would appear 
there were varying degrees of 
success in the various galleys.

We entered the Corfu channel 
just after midnight and the 
conditions became calmer and 
landmarks more familiar. All five 
yachts were lined up and well 
within sight of each other as 
we passed Kouloura Bay and 
we all berthed within 15mins of 
each other at Gouvia marina at 
about 03:00hrs on 4th March.

There were handshakes and 
hugs all round and the odd pop 
of Prosecco corks before we all 
settled down for the night.

We were greeted the next 
morning by members of the 
shore based team and the new 
season’s Lead Crews who were 
already making preparations 
for the 2018 season. 

After showering and some 
preliminary packing we all 
met up for a few social beers 
in ‘Navigators’. The sun finally 
had some warmth to it and 
we enjoyed a very pleasant 
lunchtime gathering.

It was a great trip, cold, wet 
and windy, but some awesome 
sailing, entertaining company, 
some enjoyable and sociable 
meals, oh and did I mention 
that Scotland won!

When’s the next one?

Signing off....

Steve & Sim
on

Salty Sea 
Dogs

HOME, SAFE AND SOUND!

THE BOYS!

THE WINTER DELIVERY DIARY OF TWO OLD GITS:  From Marseilles to Corfu

26 27



A highlight of our late August 
Sporades flotilla was when 

our yacht, Poseidon, won the 
Water Babies award on the final 
night. Finally some recognition 
for my “services to snorkeling”! 

All four of us had packed 
snorkels and small fins, plus a 
camera that could be used in 
the water. 

The Greek Islands are not short 
of interesting sights underwater, 
despite lacking the “in your 
face” bright hues of tropical 
reefs.

Expect elegant, muted shades 
of brown and green with 
occasional glimpses of colour. 

Patience is required to spot the 
special finds such as octopus. 
The lack of currents means that 
when you do find something 
of particular interest, it’s easy 
to float over it and observe it 
without drifting away. 

There is no need to ever dive 
under, and anyone who has 
met me will know I am far too 
buoyant to submerge!

Along with the vivid yellow 
sponges, corals are often the 
brightest splashes of colour, 
orange, purple and white. 

Unlike tropical coral, these 
tend to cling to the rocks and 
are mostly isolated, small and 
flattish. 

The pink tipped green 
anemones in Kiriaki, along 
the wall by the sunken wreck 
(beware of stings), are delicate 
and divine. Ornate wrasse and 
rainbow wrasse add a dash of 
colour. 

Occasionally you’ll spot a small 
red squirrelfish lurking under 
a ledge. A rare and unusual 
looking fish is the flying gurnard - 
it looks as if it is part dragon!

Many fish are camouflaged 
such as the blennies and 
gobies. The wide eyed flounder 
can change its colour as it 
moves from one sand type 
to another - it’s worth a few 
minutes floating above it to 
watch this trick.

Tube worms are my current 
obsession and were mostly 
seen at Steni Vala. When you 
chance upon one, they seem 
too delicate for the sea as they 
dance a slow waltz. 

THE ROMY REPORT
Snorkeling in the Sporades

THE CREW OF POSEIDON

BEAUTIFUL COLOURS!

PAINTED COMBER

Many are bright orange, a few 
are cream and the spiral worm 
is striped, however I didn’t spot 
one of these this trip.

Octopus are difficult to 
spot in the day time as they 
camouflage themselves to the 
background.

If you are lucky enough to spot 
one, float a little away from it 
and eventually it should return 
to normal activity and you may 
get to see the colour change 
when it moves about by 
propulsion or crawling. 

A tip for locating an octopus is 
to look out for the “pointer fish”. 

Several fish often follow them 
about to snack on stirred up 
scraps and so if you see 3-4 fish 
all pointing as if looking at a 
common spot, there’s probably 
a camouflaged octopus in the 
middle of them. 

If you see the distinctive “fried 
egg jellyfish” in a bay, jump in 
and take a look underneath 
them. You’ll find they are small 
floating islands, with small fish 

living underneath them.

Night snorkelling is a recent 
discovery for me. Different 
creatures emerge in the dark of 
the Greek night. 

Many sea slugs of all different 
types and colours, centipede 
like fireworms (don’t touch!), 
Octopus without their 
camouflage showing bright 
blue and green colours, moray 
eels and starfish. 

You’ll need an underwater 
torch, and of course use your 
common sense to only snorkel 
at night in quiet bays where you 
can easily find your yacht, and 
close to shore to minimise any 
risk from boat traffic. 

The long rock face opposite 
the quay in Steni Vala, Alonissos 
is perfect, as are uninhabited 
bays when the flotilla free 
swings overnight.

Never let anyone suggest there 
are no fish left in the Med! 

Hints for snorkelling:

• Buy your mask in a store so 
you can try it on as no mask 
will fit all face shapes

• If you are nervous about 
swallowing water, perhaps 
try one of the new full face 
masks which seem to make 
breathing easier.

• Pack short light flippers or 
simply swim in swim shoes. 
With no currents in Greece, 
heavy full big flippers are not 
necessary. 

• Use a multi purpose camera 
that is waterproof so you 
can also use it for on land. 
It’s ideal to leave in the 
yacht cockpit in case you 
see dolphins when sailing. 
Practice changing the 
settings above water before 
you use it. 

• Buy an underwater torch 
and go out with a snorkel 
buddy at night in a safe 
location. Make sure others 
aboard know where you are 
and how long you will be. 
They can keep watch by 
following the torch light in 
the water, do not turn it off.

• Fishbase.de is a great 
fish identification site, 
and there’s an excellent 
local book (“Underwater 
Wanderings”) available in 
Steni Vala at Ikion store.

• Most importantly - Take your 
time! If you swim too fast, 
not only do you scare the 
wildlife, but you’ll miss the 
camouflaged finds. If you 
move too fast you could 
“fin” your snorkel buddy in 
the face (an instant beer 
fine of course). Float in a 
starfish position to watch 
and observe!

TUBE WORM - STENI VALA

FRIED EGG JELLYFISH

YELLOW SEA SPONGE

Snorkeling Supersta
r, 

Romy
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General Price Guide:

• July & August - 

 £4935 per week

• June & September - 
£3935 per week

 Price includes car hire, 
linen and towels.

Balcony

Fireplace
Master En-Suite 

Bedroom
Living Room

Kitchen

Covered BBQ 
Area

Pool 
1.6 metres at 
deepest point

Infinity Pool 

Overflow

Tiled Open
Patio

Utility
RoomStairs to lower floor

VILLA MEANDROS
AKA “BARRIE’S BUNGALOW”

A BRAND NEW 
CHILL OUT SPOT

PERHAPS “SWALLOW THE 
ANCHOR” FOR A WEEK

GROUND FLOOR

LOWER FLOOR

After much deliberation and 
everybody else’s opinions, 

“Barrie’s Bungalow” is to be 
known as “Villa Meandros”.

We felt that the name for the 
classic Greek design of squared 
off and linked lines, known as 
“the key of life” was a perfect 
name for the villa. 

In addition, it linked well with 
our classic sailing byline of 
“Meandering around the Greek 
Islands”.

We have spent quite a bit 
of time this year on finalising 
various aspects of the villa, like 
solar panels on the roof, stone 
walling and landscaping. There 
are still loose ends but it will be 
ready for guests from June 2019.

It is the most spacious house 
that we know of anywhere 
in Greece and the pool is 
spectacular. For example, 
all the doors are extra wide 

and the builders thought the 
ensuite wet rooms were extra 
bedrooms! 

Eventually, it will be available 
for rent 12 months of the year 
but, for the moment, we are 
only offering 12 weeks from 
mid June to mid September, 
and three of those weeks are 
already booked.

It fits in really well with our 
“Shore to Sail” programme, as 
it is a ten minute walk from the 
tavernas and shops of Sivota 
village. It is easily accessible 
from our two bases on Lefkas 
Island and our base at Plataria 
on the mainland.

It truly is in-house “Villa/Flotilla”. 

During 2018, Heidi and Barrie 
had a few weeks in the villa 
and didn’t really want to return 
to England. It is a very special 
place that will leave you 
completely relaxed!

One of the reasons it got the 
nickname “Barrie’s Bungalow” 
was because he insisted that 
the master bedroom, the living 
room area, and the pool were 
all on the same level for when 
he became too old for the 
stairs! 

He decided that, after a well 
lived life, the stairs might be a 
bit of a challenge in a decade 
or two, so bungalow style it was. 

It is certainly living up to the 
dream of a beautiful quiet living 
space, still quite close to Sivota 
village. 

Other than the birds and the 
odd scooter going up the hill, 
it is a really idyllic spot in the 
middle of an olive grove. 

We suspect there will be 
pressure from non-sailors to 
spend some time simply chilling 
out here. Even though there is 
Wi-Fi, you don’t have to use it!

SUNRISE OVER THE POOL AND SIVOTA BAY

THIS BRAND NEW RETREAT IS VERY SPECIAL

ONE OF THE ENORMOUS “WET ROOMS”

PART OF THE HUGE 
LIVING AREA

Covered 
Balcony/Patio

Double En-Suite 
Bedroom 

(can be 2 singles)

Double Garage 
and Storage

Linen

Stairs to ground floor

Roller Shutter Doors
Double En-Suite 

Bedroom 
(can be 2 singles)

10% 

Introductory 

Discount for 

Sailing Holidays 

Customers
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YOUR NEWS FROM SUMMER 2018

“We read with interest the 
article in your 2017 newsletter 
regarding the marriage 
of David & Felicity on 16th 
September last year.

By coincidence we were also 
married on that day after 
meeting on a Sailing Holidays 
trip in 2013 - Paul was on a 
“pot luck” yacht and I was with 
friends on another yacht.

We were engaged in Sivota in 
May 2016 and celebrated with 
the rest of the flotilla.

Our wedding last September 
also took a very nautical theme. 

Lots of anchors, driftwood 
yachts, ropes and the colours 
of the sea were reflected 
in everything including the 
dresses, flowers, and bunting. 

The tables were named after 
some of the ports we visited 
(Mongonissi, Lakka, Fiskardo 
etc.)

We didn’t manage a trip 
back to Greece after the 
wedding, but are having a sort 
of delayed honeymoon with 
Sailing Holidays in May 2019.

Thank you to Sailing Holidays 
and Neptune for playing 
cupid!”

On 17th September Nicola and 
Andrew surprised their friends by 
getting married on the beach in 
Plataria!

After months of planning and 
keeping it under wraps, they 
were finally able to tie the knot 
and celebrate with their friends 
(and the rest of the flotilla)!

Being in on the surprise we, of 
course, asked for some photos! 

“We just wanted to say thank 
you so much to everyone 
involved in making our holiday 
and our wedding so incredibly 
special!

Aris, Juliet and James were 
absolutely brilliant all week long. 

They organised a lovely 
celebration on the evening of 
our wedding followed by many 
more evenings of fun with the 
whole flotilla. 

We really couldn’t have wished 
for a better way to spend a 
week so thank you all!”

The day entailed a ceremony 
on the beach at midday, 
followed by a celebration 
lunch, then back to the boat 
by 3pm to catch up with the 
flotilla!

The couple celebrated in Lakka 
with some drinks on the quay.

Congratulations from all of us 
here at Sailing Holidays! 

SHARE-A-YACHT WEDDING JOY!

WEDDING BELLS WERE RINGING IN PLATARIA

Yvonne Gay

BEACH CELEBRATIONS

FLOTILLA DRINKS IN LAKKA

Heidi and Marc Thomas sailed 
with us for the first time in 2018, 
along with their three children. 
They completed one of our 
RYA courses and the children 
achieved Competent Crew.

Both parents came away with 
RYA Day Skipper and that 
spurred Heidi on to greater 
heights!  She wrote:

“We went out sailing today and 
I took the helm right from the 
word go! That means I steered 
it when we cast off, through the 
marina, out into Wyre River. 

We sailed in Morecambe Bay 
and then came back to the 
marina with me at the helm the 
whole time!

This is a huge thing for me as I 
normally let Marc do it all as I 
usually got too nervous!

I couldn’t have done it without 
the training I got while on 
holiday in Greece with Sailing 
Holidays! Never have had the 
courage before!”

They followed their RYA course 
with a one week Paxos flotilla!

In August the Purdons and 
the MacPhees journeyed all 
the way across the pond from 
Canada to sail the Med on our 
Lefkas Flotilla. 

It sounds like they had the trip of 
a lifetime!

“We all agree - Sailing Holidays 
was the best vacation we have 
ever had!

Thank you to the fabulous Mary, 
the Skillful Joe and the Saviour 
Harris - you have helped us 
make memories with our kids 
that we will cherish forever. 

The only bad part was having 
to get off the boat today. 
Fastest 7 days Ever!

Love, your Canadian 
friends, the Purdons and the 
MacPhees.” 

TAKING THE HELM!

SUMMER SAILING WITH LEAD BOAT HELEN

LOVE IS IN THE AIR WITH LEAD BOAT KAMARA

It’s been the summer of 
love for Lead Boat Kamara 
this year. They have had 
an engagement and a 
honeymoon on their flotilla. 

In early June Nic and Nick 
sailed on Ambrosia, one 
of our Beneteau 35’s, to 
celebrate their marriage. 

They certainly dressed for the 
occasion.

Then later in June, Andrew and Amy set sail 
with friends and family. They were spread 
across three boats on our Ithaka flotilla.

Little did Amy know that 
mid-way through the flotilla 
Andrew would pop the question.

She said YES! The flotilla celebrated with a white 
themed party on the quay in Kalamos. 

Bubbles all round!

DRESSED UP!

ANDREW AND AMY

HOSTIE MARY WITH 
ELIUS CREW

HEIDI TAKES CHARGE
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2019 DATE: THURSDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER

SOUTH IONIAN REGATTA SEPTEMBER 2018

The South Ionian Regatta 
celebrated its 35th 

anniversary on 20th September. 
It was a beautiful sunny day 
and for the second year in a 
row, the wind was perfect - 
force 3-4 west/northwest!

The race is split into two classes. 
Class 1 for boats over 34ft and 
Class 2 for boats under 34ft. 

The winner of Class 1 was 
‘Leona’ a Dehler Optima 101 
which is based on Lefkas. Their 
race team take part in many 
events around the Ionian and 
are familiar with taking the 
honours! 

The winner of Class 2 was 
Jasper B, crewed by flotilla 
skipper from the early 80’s Chris 
Blunt and his wife, ex-hostie 
Shan, on their Beneteau 20.

They have sailed in the regatta 
the past couple of years, 
this is the first time they have 
crossed the finish line ahead 
of the pack. If you took part 
in the South Ionian Regatta 
and would like a photograph 
or video of yourselves sailing, 
please email photographer 
Kevin directly with your entry 
number: 
kevin@sailingpics.com 

Lots of Sailing Holidays yachts 
took part in the regatta and 
they all reported having had a 
great day out on the water. 

A couple managed to finish 
fairly high in the rankings but not 
quite high enough to feature in 
the placings. Our boats are built 
for comfort, not speed!

Lead Boat Loutraki, with Nidri 
based crew of Charles, Fletcher 
and Thanos, the jovial barman 
from the Iris Hotel, managed to 
take home the prize for first staff 
boat over the line. 

Thanos had not sailed before 
and Fletcher was new to sailing 
this season.  Charles is a keen 
yacht racer from Bembridge on 
the Isle of Wight. 

They diced with a couple of 
other lead boats to take home 
this hotly contested class. 
Congratulations to everyone 
who took part. 

CROSSING THE FINISH 
LINE AT SIVOTA BAY

FULL STEAM 
AHEAD ON 
JASPER B

CREWED BY CHARLES, 

FLETCHER AND THANOS

2019 DATE: SATURDAY 26TH OCTOBER

NORTH IONIAN REGATTA OCTOBER 2018

The North Ionian Regatta 
was (for once) blessed 

with a gloriously windy day! 
We hit a milestone this year 
as it was the first time that 
100 yachts entered the race. 
Our committee had to get 
the brushes out and paint a 
few more race numbers. 60 
flotilla yachts entered the 2018 
regatta and 18 yachts were 
raced by our staff (with varying 
degrees of success). The rest 
were private or charter vessels. 

Chris Clarke and family were 
the first flotilla boat over 38 foot 
over the line. They may have 
also had one of the youngest 
crew members on board, Evie, 
who was 3 years old!

The Tewson’s, on Beneteau 361, 
Sollion, took home the prize for 
first over the line in the under 38 
foot category. 

Beneteau 311 Amalia was 
the winner of the under 33 
foot category. Matt and 
Lindsey collected their prize 
with Skipper Heather (their 
daughter) watching on. 

We had a surprising number of 
staff boats crossing the line this 
year. Lead Boat Christine took 
the prize (a box of beer) for first 
lead boat over the line. 

Christine was crewed by 
Fletcher, Charles and “Hungary 
Bob”. (Bob is shorebased and 
does all our stickers). They 
managed to make it around 
the course in just over an hour.

Last but not least, Pelagia 
collected the wooden spoon - 
it’s the taking part that counts!

KASSANDRA CREW

SOLLION CREW

OUR 100TH ENTRY!

AMALIA COLLECT 
THEIR PRIZE!

LEAD BOAT 

CHRISTINE

MARIA, SCOJO AND ROGER GET SET TO PROVIDE THE EVENING ENTERTAINMENT

PELAGIA COLLECT THE 

WOODEN SPOON!
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2018 saw us set a course for 
the Dalmatian Islands for the 

fourth year. Our Croatia Pop-
Up flotilla ran for two fortnights 
in June and July and was as 
enjoyable as ever.

They picked up the boats from 
Split Kastela Marina and spent 
two weeks exploring as far 
south as Lastovo Island.  

The lead crew that headed up 
the first flotilla was Charlie, Faye 
and Henry from our London 
Office. 

Blessed with glorious weather 
they explored the islands of 
Brac, Vis, Hvar, Korcula and 
Lastovo. 

The flotilla of Beneteau First 35’s 
took advantage of the wind in 
the Dalmatian Islands. Things 
became a little competitive 
when Skipper Charlie organised 
a regatta! 

All rivalries were forgotten when 
the flotilla met for a drink that 
evening to share stories. 

The second fortnight was led 
by Ellen and Dave from the 
London Office and Eoin who 
you may know from Greece. 

Dave is our resident drone pilot 
and he enjoyed capturing their 
two weeks on the water from 
the sky!

Our pop-up flotilla is taking a 
little break for 2019. However, if 
you fancy sailing in Croatia next 
year, give our Yacht Charter 
Division team a ring. 

We offer charters not only in 
the Dalmatian Islands which 
includes the Kornati Islands, but 
also further north on the Istrian 
peninsula. You can explore 
bays of crystal clear waters, 
bustling water fronts and 
cosmopolitan towns. 

If you don’t fancy going it 
alone, don’t panic! Keep an 
eye out for an email from us 
with news of future pop-up 
flotillas. We love Croatia so 
much we doubt we’ll be able 
to stay away for long!

2018 CROATIA POP-UP FLOTILLAS

DAVE, EOIN AND ELLEN

BENETEAU FIRST 35 SAILING WELL!

SUNSET IN LOVISTE

THE FLOTILLA IN KASTELA MARINA

EXPLORING VIS ISLAND

THE FLOTILLA RAFTED UP FOR THE NIGHT TROGIR TOWN

DRINKS ON THE QUAY IN MILNA

FAYE, HENRY AND CHARLIE
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Congratulations to all of our 
2017 competition winners! 

We had an amazing array of 
entries and there’s nothing we 
enjoy more than seeing all your 
holiday memories from the year 
gone by! 

Our 2018 Photo Competition is 
open! There is still time to enter 
your holiday snaps, email them to: 
photos@sailingholidays.com or 
upload them to our Facebook 
page. 

Entries will be closing on New 
Year’s Day (1st January 2019). 

We look forward to compiling 
all of your entries before picking 
the finalists. 

They will be uploaded to our 
Facebook page in January and 
then the voting will commence!

We can’t wait to see all your 
2018 summer memories!

Sailing Holidays’ Annual Photo Competition

Win!

1st 1st 1st

2nd 2nd 2nd

3rd 3rd 3rd

Sails Sea Sundowners

Stuart Dove

Steven Roberts

Tony Wright

Billy Woodfield

Jessica Loy

Jessica Loy

Steven Roberts

Jessica Loy

Phil Conyngham

WINNERS RECEIVE:
• 1st: £500 towards their 

2019 holiday

• 2nd: £300 towards their   
2019 holiday

• 3rd: £200 towards their   
2019 holiday
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NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF GREAT ESCAPES... 

THE SAILING HOLIDAYS LTD YACHT CHARTER DIVISION 
GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH!

This sector of our programme 
is where we “package” sailing 
holidays on charter companies’ 
yachts in Greece and other 
countries across the Med. 

This covers clientele who require 
larger yachts than we have 
ourselves, operate in areas 
other than where we operate, 
or even as overflow when our 
flotillas are booked.

Mediterranean sailing is 
continually evolving and we 
develop with it. The key is 
our knowledge of the core 
aspects of travel and sailing. 
We specialise in merging these 
two ingredients through our 
infrastructure in the UK.

All three holiday options can be 
provided as flight and transfer 
inclusive holidays or simply the 
sailing bit by itself. In recent 
years, the luxury side has been 
slowly moving to catamarans 
and the super luxury of crewed 
large motor yachts.

Monohull sailing remains the 
main attraction.

The private yacht charter 
sector is more well known 
as “bareboat sailing”. It 
is an established way for 
experienced and qualified 
sailors or UK yacht owners to 
grab a week of sailing in a 
sunny and warm environment.

Certainly, couples, groups and 
families all enjoy the aspect of 
going out to local eateries in 
the evening once tucked into a 
Mediterranean harbour. 

Med sailing in the morning is 
usually quite sedate and late 
afternoon sailing can be a bit 
more exhilarating - the choice is 
yours.

Skippered charter caters for 
complete beginners at an 
extra cost for the skipper - not 
luxury, but still enjoyable and a 
chance to have a go at sailing 
with onboard supervision. 

The main reasons luxury yacht 
charter costs more is that the 
yacht is considerably larger and 
fully crewed with breakfast and 
lunch provided. It especially 
allows for special nights at 
anchor under the brightest stars 
you will have ever seen.

Greece generally remains our 
most popular cruising area 
although Croatia is gaining 
in popularity. Turkey seems to 
be recovering from its recent 
political upheavals. 

Broadly, you will find incredible 
history in all these areas and, 
above all, fantastic fresh and 
healthy food. 

One of the nicest aspects 
of sailing in the Med is not 
knowing or caring about what is 
happening in the outside world. 

It is quite noticeable that, after 
a couple of weeks on the water, 
the television news appears to 
be the same as when you left. 

One key to our success is the protection of your money through our Civil Aviation 
Authority ATOL for flight inclusive packages and our ABTOT (through our ABTA 

membership) for ‘yacht only holidays’. In addition we are longstanding members 
of AITO (a group of 150 specialist holiday companies).

YACHT CHARTER (Bareboat) 

For those with sailing 
qualifications (minimum ICC or 

RYA Day Skipper Practical).

SKIPPERED YACHT CHARTER

For those new to sailing or 
simply wishing to relax and 
begin to learn the ropes.

LUXURY CREWED CHARTER 

(skipper and hostess on board) 
this is a bit more expensive but 
a “real getaway” in comfort.
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GREECE       CROATIA        TURKEY        SPAIN        ITALY

YACHT CHARTER DIVISION

Call us on: 020 8438 1133 or visit our website: sailingholidays.com/yacht-charter

Sailing Holidays Ltd

When you have tried all our flotilla sailing holidays areas, you may wish to consider 
branching out to a new area or larger yacht, so check out a few possibilities below:

“The yachting company comprised of 

a friendly group of people. Their staff 

were patient and informative and their 

calm manner put us at ease. The area 

was beautiful and we enjoyed it all!” 

Eddie - Greece - Beneteau Oceanis 38

2018 was an amazing year for this kind of holiday as more and more people are 
introduced to sailing in the Mediterranean! Many people have been encouraged to do 
an RYA course in order to qualify themselves for this kind of sailing. However, Skippered 
and luxury sailing does not require any certification.

“Very helpful and easy to use website. 

Friendly staff who responded quickly 

to queries. The yacht company people 

were helpful, polite, cheerful and 

professional. It was a lovely yacht.”

Gina - Dalmatian Islands - Croatia

“We were very impressed with the 

Beneteau 38 that we chartered as it 

was in excellent order and very well 

maintained. They were very efficient, 

and I would thoroughly recommend 

them.”
Claire - Dalmatian Islands of Croatia

“Boat was excellent as was the service. 

Intermediary costs were not excessive 

and the company was very user 

friendly - helpful in the office and on 

the pontoon. They did a great job.”

Richard - Turkey - Marmaris, Fethiye and 

Gocek - Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 349
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SYMI WATERFRONT

ARKI

LEROS

Pali

KALYMNOS

PSERIMOS

KOS

TILOS

CHALKI

NISYROS SYMI

TURKEY

RHODES

Kalymnos

DAY 1 – RHODES TO SYMI

Symi harbour is laden with 
beautiful houses from top 

to bottom, the valleys on the 
island are really steep. 

We had a fantastic meal of 
fresh seafood in a taverna just 
a stone’s throw away from 
our boat, it doesn’t get much 
better than that!

DAY 2 – SYMI TO TILOS 
After a fantastic sail we arrived 
at the beautiful and serene 
island of Tilos! 

It was our first night of the trip 
and we dropped the hook 
to free-swing in the bay, then 
swam around the boat until the 
sun went down. 

That evening we enjoyed a 
sumptuous mezze of starters 
to share followed by some 
traditional Greek dishes 
including gouvetsi, stuffed 
aubergines and beef stifado.  

DAY 3 – TILOS TO NISYROS 
A peaceful night’s sleep was 
had by all (the beauty of a 
night at anchor!)

We had a cracking sail 
reaching an exhilarating 8 knots 
no less! Dad and Uncle Brian 
were grinning like a pair of 
Cheshire cats! 

We drifted into Nisyros harbour 
and moored up stern-to after 
another great day on the 
water.  

DAY 4 – NISYROS – KALYMNOS
With a big day of 35nm looming 
over us we were up at the 
crack of dawn (8am) with the 
engine on and lines slipped. 

There was a lot more wind out 
on the water today clocking up 
to a whopping 28 knots!

We had two reefs in and still 
managed 8 knots. 

As Kalymnos was in sight, Dad 
spotted something in the water, 
it seemed that we gained some 
friendly visitors… DOLPHINS!!

They played in the bow wake 
for a good 10 minutes before 
heading off into the deep blue 
distance, always a magical 
experience!

DAY 5 – KALYMNOS – PSERIMOS
Another bright and sunny 
morning welcomed us in 
charming Kalymnos. 

We started our day with a trip 
to the local bakery to pick up 
some breakfast.  

I’d never seen such an 
aquamarine harbour before, it 
was simply stunning! 

We had a fantastic meal 
including the most impressive 
dish of them all, seafood 
linguine served in a shell! 

FAYE AND FAMILY SET SAIL TO THE DODECANESE

MARIA CHRISTINA CREW

FACT BOX

Yacht Name:  Maria Christina

Yacht Type:  Bavaria 44 Visio
n

Route:  Rhodes - Kos

Travel Dates:  1st - 8th September

Crew:  2 - ICC’s

 
1 - Ex-Hostie

 
3 - Crew.

NISYROS BACKSTREETS

DAY 6 – PSERIMOS – KOS
The crew enjoyed a lazy 
afternoon in the sunshine with 
the odd splash around in the 
sea taking in the surroundings. 

We had a perfect afternoon 
breeze which provided an 
exciting sail across to Kos, ideal! 

Once tied up in the marina, we 
raised our glasses to a fantastic 
week exploring a new area. 

DAY 7 – KOS TOWN
Next morning we were up early 
to pack, hop off the boat and 
spend the day exploring the 
town before our flight home 
that evening. 

Where did that week go?!

Skippered charter is a popular 
sailing option for non-sailors 

when it comes to Yacht Charter. 

Larger yachts and Catamarans, 
can be daunting even for 
experienced sailors. 

Their beam means that they are 
more difficult to manoeuvre, so 
hiring a skipper can sometimes 
be an option to consider!

Malcolm and family sailed on a 
Bali 41.1 catamaran from Alimos 
Marina. 

“We could not believe how 
much room it had when we 
boarded in Athens!

Every corner had been utilised 
yet the boat still felt open and 
light. The cabins were spacious 
and having our own en-suites 
was very luxurious.

Being a complete rookie sailor, 
I was very nervous, but our 
capable skipper put us all at 
ease. Parking up in secluded 
bays for lunch and swimming 
was definitely a favourite part of 
each day.

The evenings in different 
harbours each night provided 
the opportunity to explore 
beautiful little towns or just 
relax and enjoy the ambience 
of the local taverna food, 
and of course the obligatory 
accompanying liquid 
refreshments.

Our skipper looked after us so 
well……I can’t wait for the next 
adventure.”

Faye and family

FRESH SEAFOOD DELIGHTS

FAYE TAKES THE HELM

SKIPPERED CHARTER

Yacht 
Charter 
Division

CRYSTAL CLEAR WATERS 
OF PSERIMOS

New to sailing?

Bareboat 

Yacht 

Charter
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RUPERT SPREADS HIS WINGS IN THE SPORADES

Aegean
Sea

Koukanaries
Skiathos

Kyra Panayia

Xero

Steni 
Vala

Panormos 
Bay

Agios 
Ioannis

EVIANORTH
GULF OF

EVIA

SKIATHOS

SKOPELOS

ALONISSOS

PERISTERI

KYRA PANAYIA
YIOURA

SKIATHOS TO PERISTERI
Dawn Monday morning 
brought us bright sunshine and 
a fair breeze to boot. 

After provisioning our Bavaria 42 
Cruiser with enough food and 
drink for a few days, we were 
keen to squeeze as much out of 
the week as possible! 

Our intention – 3 bay stops! 

This would give us a fantastic 
chance of experiencing 
some of the most remote and 
beautiful parts of the Sporades!

First stop was Peristera Bay, a 
30nm hop East. Once out of 
port, both our spirits and sails 
were flying high. 

Having rounded the southern 
tip of Skopelos, it was easy 
to see why these islands are 
famed for their natural beauty. 
We were raring to see more.

Little did we expect to find 
ourselves alone in the bay, 
giving us plenty of time to set 
our longlines and find the best 
spot for a beachside dinner. A 
successful first day!

PERISTERI TO KYRA PANAYIA
Thanks to a tranquil morning and 
no sign of other boats, the sea 
looked like a sheet of glass. So 
naturally, we dived straight in!

Much to the enjoyment of 
the crew, the seas were 
further interrupted by a pod 
of dolphins who came over to 
say hello - Tuesday had started 
swimmingly! 

A quick pit stop in Steni Vala for 
breakfast and to stock up on 
board supplies were necessary 
before making for Kyra Panayia. 

Delicious omelettes and a 
lively goat fight are just a few 
features of our lunch stop in 
Livadakia Bay. 

Satisfied, it was time to find our 
anchorage for the night in Kyra 
Panayia. 

For the second time we found 
ourselves to be the only yacht 
here with just the birds and 
monk seals for company. 

Chancing upon a fisherman in 
the bay, we purchased a fresh 
tuna from him. This would go on 
to provide everyone a steak for 
the evening. 

KYRA PANAYIA, PANORMOS 
BAY & KOUKOUNARIES
Once more, we were met by 
some playful dolphins, perhaps 
the same pod back for more. 

When we dropped the hook in 
Agios Ioannis Bay (the Mamma 
Mia Church) we were met, 
for what felt like the first time, 
by a few other charter boats 
– a gentle reminder that we 
weren’t the only yacht in the 
Sporades. 

PERISTERA BAY

FACT BOX
Yacht Name:  NefeliYacht Type:  Bavaria 42 CruiserStart Base:  Skiathos TownTravel Dates:  1st - 8th SeptemberCrew:  3 Day Skippers 

3 Crew members

It’s easy to lose track of time in 
such an aesthetically pleasing 
location and it wasn’t long 
before we had to speedily 
motor to Panormos Bay with the 
last of the light. 

Our final day aboard Nefeli 
turned out to offer the best 
sailing of the week. 

With wind speeds averaging 
25 knots, we flew across the 
channel reaching a nippy 7 
knots on the genoa alone. 

For the first time sailors among 
us, just how quickly a yacht can 
move through the water under 
sail was made manifest today. 

Without a doubt, the Sporades 
are one of the most beautiful 
and undiscovered(ish) sailing 
areas in Greece. 

We wish we were still there 
and we’re already planning to 
explore the area again in 2019 
(maybe a fortnight next time)!

KYRA PANAYIA AT SUNSET

TIME FOR A QUICK DIP

STENI VALA

NEFELI CREW

LUXURY CREWED CHARTER
A very special  way to enjoy sai l ing in the sun!

Crewed Charters are 
the definition of luxury 

and comfort. A week or two 
on board a luxury yacht or 
catamaran combines the 
freedom of a sailing holiday 
with the comfort and service of 
a luxury villa. On board you will 
find ensuite cabins with plenty 
of space. 

There is also an Al Fresco dining 
area in the spacious cockpit. 
The skipper and hostess of the 
yacht are on hand to cater for 
your every need. 

From an atmospheric on board 
breakfast, to a comprehensive 

wine list, you couldn’t be 
better looked after! You can 
choose to eat on board or try 
out the local restaurants in the 
evenings.  Each day, cabins will 
be cleaned and, twice a week, 
linen and towels changed. The 
beauty of having a skipper 
and hostess means that you 
can be hands on or hands off, 
whichever you prefer. 

You can be as involved as you 
like in the sailing: novices can 
practice sailing skills, whilst 
experienced sailors are able to 
take complete control with the 
crew on hand when required.

If it’s more than just sailing that 
you’re after, there is the option 
to add on all manner of toys on 
board your yacht such as: stand 
up paddleboards, jet ski’s, 
wakeboards and windsurfers.  

Sail around either Greece or 
Croatia - the choice is yours!

Yacht 
Charter 
Division

Bareboat 

Yacht 

Charter

The Luxury Option
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SailsCrew@sailingholidays.com           020 8459 8787

FULL FINANCIAL PROTECTION

Sailing Holidays Ltd, 105 - 107 Mount Pleasant Road, London, NW10 3EH, United Kingdom
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